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POLICY
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

High-Quality Curriculum Materials Policy

Policy Statement:

The RI School for the Deaf is committed to the consistent use of
High-Quality Curriculum Materials to ensure rigorous, standards-aligned,
accessible, and equitable instruction across all grade levels and program
areas. The school shall maintain a formal schoolwide curriculum guide that
identifies approved curricula, instructional approaches, assessment
expectations, intervention resources, instructional tools, and grade-level
expectations for preschool, elementary, middle school, high school, and
transition programming.

Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to establish clear expectations for the
selection, implementation, monitoring, and review of High-Quality
Curriculum Materials. This policy ensures that curriculum use is consistent
across the school, aligned to state and national standards, responsive to


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JINqowK7O9MPPhm4EtLGg691-sz2pVu4RPZG4Q1NQQw/edit?usp=sharing

the needs of deaf and hard-of-hearing students, and supportive of
individual student communication profiles, language access needs,
accommodations, modifications, and IEP requirements.

Scope:

This policy applies to all instructional staff, related service providers,
instructional assistants, lead teachers, administrators, and any staff
responsible for curriculum planning, instruction, intervention, assessment,
progress monitoring, or program implementation.

Standards Alignment:

All instructional planning shall align with applicable state and national
standards, including but not limited to:

Rhode Island Early Learning and Development Standards; Common Core
State Standards; Next Generation Science Standards; National ASL
Standards; Rhode Island Grade-Level Expectations and Grade-Span
Expectations; Rhode Island PE/Health Standards; Jump$tart Standards for
personal finance; Rhode Island graduation expectations;
Performance-Based Graduation Requirements; Laurent Clerc Transition
Skills Standards; and student IEP goals and individualized communication
plans.

Approved Curriculum Expectations:

Teachers shall use the approved curricula identified in the schoolwide
curriculum guide as the foundation for core instruction. Approved
curriculum materials must guide unit planning, lesson planning,
assessment development, intervention decisions, and progress monitoring.

Supplemental materials may be used when they support standards-based
instruction, student access, differentiation, intervention, enrichment,
background knowledge, vocabulary development, or IEP-specific needs.



Supplemental materials shall not replace approved core curriculum unless
reviewed and approved by instructional leadership.

Instructional Expectations:

Instruction using High-Quality Curriculum Materials shall include clear
instructional objectives, teacher-led instruction, direct modeling, guided
practice, academic discussion, visual supports, ASL-English connections,
explicit vocabulary instruction, student collaboration, and opportunities for
students to demonstrate understanding through multiple modes of
communication.

Instruction shall support bilingual language development, academic
vocabulary, conceptual understanding, written expression, content mastery,
student engagement, and access to grade-level standards. Technology
may support instruction but shall not replace direct teaching, teacher
modeling, student discussion, peer interaction, or meaningful engagement
with content.

Curriculum Mapping and Pacing:

Each grade level and department shall maintain curriculum maps that
identify priority standards, instructional units, pacing expectations,
assessments, language goals, intervention supports, and expected student
outcomes.

Curriculum maps shall be used as working documents during PLCs,
department meetings, data meetings, instructional planning sessions, and
program review. The goal of curriculum mapping is not simply coverage of
content, but depth of instruction, stronger conceptual understanding,
background knowledge development, and meaningful application of
learning.



Access for Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Students:

High-Quality Curriculum Materials shall be implemented in a manner that
ensures language access and instructional accessibility for deaf and
hard-of-hearing students. Teachers shall intentionally include ASL
Standards, ASL-English connections, visual language supports, academic
vocabulary, background knowledge development, and communication
access strategies across content areas.

Instruction shall account for student communication profiles, language
development, accommodations, modifications, IEP goals, and individual
learning needs. Students shall have opportunities to demonstrate
understanding through ASL, English, written work, signed responses, visual
supports, discussion, performance tasks, and applied learning.

Intervention and Differentiation:

Intervention materials shall be used strategically when student data
indicate a need for additional support. Interventions shall be selected based
on assessment data, classroom performance, IEP goals, language
development, communication profile, reading level, skill gaps, and
documented progress over time.

Intervention materials are intended to support access to core instruction
and shall not replace grade-level learning unless required by the student’s
individualized program. Approved intervention resources may include
Edmark, Reading Milestones, Wilson, Bedrock Literacy, GrammarShapes,
Framing Your Thoughts, Fairview, TouchMath, Equals Math, n2y/Unique
Curriculum, and other approved resources.

Progress Monitoring:

Student progress shall be monitored through approved assessments,
curriculum-based measures, classroom-based evidence, |IEP data,
language development tools, student work samples, performance tasks,
portfolio evidence, and teacher observation.



Progress monitoring data shall inform instructional decisions, pacing
adjustments, intervention planning, accommodations, |IEP implementation,
and team review. Teachers are expected to maintain consistent
documentation of student engagement, progress, and mastery.

Professional Collaboration:

Teachers and related service providers shall use the schoolwide curriculum
guide and curriculum maps during PLCs, department meetings, data
meetings, and instructional planning sessions. Collaboration shall support
vertical alignment, consistent use of approved curriculum, shared
instructional expectations, language access, intervention planning, and
improved student outcomes.

Annual Review and Approval:

The schoolwide curriculum guide and approved High-Quality Curriculum
Materials shall be reviewed annually by instructional leadership, lead
teachers, classroom teachers, and relevant related service providers.

Updates may be made based on changes in standards, student
performance data, curriculum adoptions, instructional priorities, program
needs, compliance requirements, and evidence of student outcomes.
Finalized curriculum expectations shall be shared with all instructional staff
at the start of each school year and maintained in a shared digital location.

Accountability:

All instructional staff are responsible for implementing approved
High-Quality Curriculum Materials with fidelity while making appropriate
accommodations and modifications for individual student needs.
Administrators and instructional leaders shall monitor implementation
through lesson plan review, classroom observations, curriculum maps,
student work samples, assessment data, intervention documentation, PLC
work, and program review.
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