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Artificial Intelligence (Al) Use Policy

Policy Statement:

The RI School for the Deaf recognizes that Artificial Intelligence is already
part of daily life, education, communication, and professional work. The
school will teach students and staff to use digital tools appropriately, safely,
ethically, and responsibly. Al may support learning, planning,
communication, accessibility, and work efficiency, but it must not replace
human thinking, student effort, professional judgment, creativity,
responsibility, or direct instruction.

Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to establish clear expectations for the
appropriate and inappropriate use of Artificial Intelligence by students and
staff. This policy protects academic integrity, student privacy, confidentiality,
instructional quality, and professional responsibility while allowing approved
Al tools to support learning and school operations.



PreK-Grade 2

Students may not independently use Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools to
complete schoolwork. Any student interaction with Al must occur under
direct teacher supervision and for a specific instructional purpose.

Teachers may use Al as an instructional support or demonstration tool to
enhance learning.

Grades 3-5

Students may use Artificial Intelligence (Al) only when a teacher has
explicitly authorized the use of a specific Al tool for a clearly defined
learning activity. Al may be used to support brainstorming, vocabulary
development, idea generation, or guided practice. Students must complete
the majority of their work independently and may not submit Al-generated
work as their own.

Grades 6-8

Students may use Artificial Intelligence (Al) only with prior teacher approval
and only for the purpose identified by the teacher. Appropriate uses include
brainstorming, organizing ideas, reviewing feedback, revising writing,
practicing skills, conducting preliminary research, or receiving instructional
support. Students remain responsible for evaluating Al-generated content,
verifying its accuracy, and ensuring that all submitted work reflects their
own understanding and learning.



Grades 9-12

Students may use Artificial Intelligence (Al) only when authorized by the
teacher for a specific assignment or learning objective. Al may be used to
support learning by brainstorming ideas, organizing information, reviewing
feedback, revising work, practicing skills, summarizing information, or
conducting research. Students are responsible for critically evaluating
Al-generated content, verifying the accuracy of information, properly
acknowledging Al use when required by the teacher, and ensuring that all
submitted work demonstrates their own knowledge, analysis, and original
thinking. Unauthorized use of Al to complete assignments or represent
Al-generated work as one's own constitutes academic dishonesty.

General Expectation

Across all grade levels, students may not use Artificial Intelligence to
complete schoolwork unless a teacher has explicitly granted permission to
use a specific Al tool for a clearly defined educational purpose. Al is
intended to support learning, not replace student thinking, creativity, or
responsibility. Students are expected to follow all teacher directions
regarding Al use and comply with the school's academic integrity policy.

Students remain responsible for submitting work that reflects their own
thinking, effort, learning, writing, problem-solving, creativity, and
understanding. Al may not be used to replace the student’s own work or to
complete assignments, assessments, writing tasks, projects, performance
tasks, homework, or other school responsibilities on the student’s behalf.



Academic Integrity:

Unauthorized use of Al to complete schoolwork may be considered
academic dishonesty. This includes but is not limited to using Al to write an
assignment, answer assessment questions, complete projects, generate
responses without permission, or submit Al-created work as the student’s
own.

When Al use is permitted, students must follow teacher directions and will
be required to explain how the tool was used, revise the work
independently, cite or acknowledge Al assistance, or demonstrate
understanding without the use of Al. The final responsibility for the work
remains with the student.

Staff Use of Al:

Al is not a replacement for educators' professional judgment, but rather a
supportive tool to aid in decision-making. Staff may use approved Al tools
to support professional responsibilities when the use improves efficiency,
planning, communication, accessibility, differentiation, or access to
instructional resources. Appropriate staff uses may include generating
ideas, drafting non-confidential materials, developing instructional supports,
organizing information, adapting materials for student access, supporting
lesson planning, and assisting with administrative tasks.

Staff are responsible for reviewing, revising, verifying, and approving all
Al-assisted content before using or sharing it. Al-generated material must
be checked for accuracy, appropriateness, bias, accessibility, alignment
with curriculum, and consistency with student needs.



Prohibited Staff Use:

Staff may not use Al in ways that compromise student privacy, violate
confidentiality, replace professional judgment, make final instructional or
evaluative decisions, or substitute for direct teaching responsibilities. Staff
may not enter confidential student, family, personnel, medical, disability,
IEP, behavioral, disciplinary, or school information into Al tools unless the
tool has been formally approved for that purpose.

Al shall not be used as the sole basis for grading, placement decisions, IEP
decisions, evaluations, disciplinary decisions, eligibility determinations, or
formal recommendations about students or staff.

Privacy and Confidentiality:

All Al use must comply with school expectations for privacy, confidentiality,
data protection, and appropriate technology use. Staff and students must
protect personally identifiable information and may only use
school-approved platforms in accordance with school procedures. Any use
of Al in any document must be acknowledged and cited.

Accountability:

Administrators and instructional leaders are responsible for communicating
this policy, supporting staff implementation, and monitoring appropriate Al
use. Teachers are responsible for clearly communicating when Al use is
permitted, prohibited, or limited for a specific assignment or activity.
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